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Udruga Suradnici u ucenju
NGO Partners in Learning (EN)

E10250421 Croatia; PIC 895297100; https://ucitelji.hr/

Profile

e Type of organisation: NGO
e Main sector EDUCATION; Professional development and learning activities
e Main areas: primary, secondary and vocational schools

Association of teachers and educational professionals dedicated to creating a positive and
stimulating environment in which educational professionals can share their experiences, get
quality and up-to-date information, be creative and innovative and improve professionally. The
association promotes the smart, purposeful, and pedagogically meaningful use of digital
technologies in all areas of education, lifelong training of educational professionals,
computational thinking, problem-solving, learning to learn competencies as well as responsible
and safe use of the Internet.

Background and experience

Suradnici u ucenju (Partners in Learning, ucitelji.hr) is a non-government and non-profit
organization with seventeen years of experience in the educational context. Suradnici u u¢enju
team started activities in 2008, as NGO we are registered since 2011 as an association of
teachers and educational professionals dedicated to creating a positive and stimulating
environment in which educational professionals can share their experiences, get quality and
up-to-date information, be creative and innovative and improve professionally. The association
promotes the smart, purposeful, and pedagogically meaningful use of digital technologies in
all areas of education, lifelong training of educational professionals, computational thinking,
problem-solving, learning to learn competencies as well as responsible and safe use of the
Internet.

We are a multidisciplinary, hard-working team, with diverse expertise and skills (Al, digital
citizenship, languages, data literacy, informatics, wellbeing, ecology etc), we are excellent
creators of learning resources and multimedia content, great researchers, proficient in
literature review, know how to organise and deliver piloting in schools, write handbooks,
guidelines and textbox, envision, plan and deliver workshops for students, teachers and
parents, organise awareness-raising campaigns and measure impact. But more than anything
we are passionate about learning and teaching.

Experience in projects:

Around 100 teachers and experts work on activities organized by Suradnici u u¢enju. They have
broad experience in different subject areas and different levels of education (primary,
secondary, vocational, higher, adult). Common for all of them are their passion for teaching
and learning, innovative methods, and the ability to empower learners of all ages. For
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workshops, webinars, and conferences we often work with the scientist from the university
and involve other stakeholders to ensure dissemination and recognition.

Our Professional development institute is organizing different workshops, webinars (first
webinar organized in 2008), conferences and trainings for teachers and students; writing
guidelines, recording videos, and preparing interactive resources for the use of digital
technology as a way to enhancing learning and empowering learners; giving support for remote
education.

Teachers and researchers from more than 10 countries share examples of good practice
through our digital magazine Pogled kroz prozor pogledkrozprozor.wordpress.com and the
portal ucitelji.hr (220 000 visits every year, 2500 articles since 2008). Our web site and social
media channels are reaching 1 300 000 people every year.

We are partners in several Erasmus+ projects: Wellness In Digital Education, Digital First and
EducationalAl but also leading projects with other sources of funding. Main activities: literature
review, research, organising and delivering dialogue clubs, writing handbooks and guidelines,
preparing curriculums and frameworks, leading social media channels and project promotions
and dissemination, project management.

We are leading Be Internet Awesome project in Croatia since 2021, an international project
dedicated to teaching children the fundamentals of digital citizenship. Main activities:
preparations of learning resources, lesson plans, multimedia learning objects, organising and
delivering workshops, webinars and conferences, writing articles, leading and supporting
online community for schools and teachers, creating board games, digital games and
interactive content, creating, managing, mentoring and leading e-courses for teachers.

We are members of the Bebras network which is an international initiative aiming to promote
Informatics and computational thinking among students. In Croatia Dabar (Bebras) is organized
as an online challenge which gives students and teachers the opportunity to use digital
technology and raise their digital competencies while learning and practising problem-solving
and critical thinking. Main activities: writing, translating and digitalising problem tasks for the
yearly Bebras challenge, organising online challenge every year for 550 schools, 50 000
students, development of safe online environment which is adjusted to the students of all ages,
experience in supporting 50 000 students yearly in preparation and task solving; event first
graders.

ENABLE project, EU Daphne Programme grant = 1 million € (2015-2016). The project developed
social and emotional learning skills as a means of building resilience in young people so that
they can better understand and become more responsible and effective in their online and
offline social interactions. Main activities: mentoring teachers, creation of open educational
resources, social and emotional learning, peer support, empowering schools, teachers and
students

Children's safety on the Internet - Sigurnost djece na Internetu (2013- 2014), Pet za net (2015-
2016) and Growing up on a safer Internet (2020-2022) projects developed and implemented
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school curriculum for e-safety, raised students, teachers, parents, and general public
awareness and understanding of issues relating to the children’s safety online in synergy with
the EU policies. Project activities involved 5 partner schools, around 1000 students and
parents, 200 teachers. The projects were financed by EU, IPA IV programme and Google grant.
Main activities: creating and delivering workshops, multimedia resources, textbooks, lesson
plans and handbooks for teachers, students, and parents, strengthening knowledge, skills and
attitudes of children and young people, enable them to express themselves creatively, to think
critically, developing awareness of the application of digital technology, rights and
responsibilities

Through the project Learn how to code and have fun (2019-2023) we gave students the
opportunity to get acquainted with the basics of programming and new IT technologies
through interesting workshops, such as Microbit, Mbot, Probot, Arduino, Fisher, Al tools,
Scratch. Main activities: planning, organising and delivering workshops for students and
teachers, preparing learning resources.

For 7 years we were the official Safer Internet Committee for Croatia in the INSAFE and
organized online multimedia exhibitions of students” works, lectures, and workshops (50 000
participants).

In all mentioned projects, team ucitelji.hr developed strong project and budget management
skills, organizational, interpersonal, networking competencies necessary for successful
implementation of international projects. Significant expertise in use of digital technology in
education both from technical and pedagogical sides. All our key experts were providing
support and teaching during school closure in spring 2020 and become skillful in remote and
distant teaching and learning. Created high-quality digital content and used a holistic approach
to create high quality inclusive digital education, and professional development of teachers.

Name of your | Project Reference No | Period (start [Role (COO,| Amount Website (if any)
organization and Title, Funding and end BEN, AE, (EUR)
programme date) OTHER)
Suradnici u uéenju |Growing up on a Safer 01.07.2020- COO 100.000,00  |https://ucitelji.hr/dabrica-
Internet, Google.org grant  |30.06.2022 darka-growing-up-on-a-

safer-internet/

Suradnici u ucenju |KA220-VET-A5322CAB, 01.03.2022 - [BEN 269.854,00  |https://www.wide-
Wellness In Digital 30.09.2024 project.eu/
Education, Erasmus+

Suradnici u ucenju (Be Internet Awesome, 01.06.2021 -  |COO 200.000,00  |https://ucitelji.hr/budi-
Google.org grant 30.06.2023 internet-genijalac/

Suradnici u ucenju |Be Internet Awesome ll, 01.08.2023 - |COO 240.000,00  |https://ucitelji.hr/budi-
Google.org grant 30.06.2026 internet-genijalac/
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Suradnici u u€enju |Digital First Erasmus+ 1.12.2023 - BEN 1.811.113,00 |https://digitalfirstnetwork.e
Innovative project 30.11.2026 u/
Suradnici u u€enju [EducationalAl KA220-ADU - {1.9.2024 - BEN 250.000,00  |https://educationalai.eu/
30.8.2026
Key experts:

Lidija Kralj, project & elearning manager, education analyst, expert for Al and data in
education, Mathematics and Computer Science teacher with 30 years of experience. Assistant
Minister in the Ministry of Science and Education for three years, leader of comprehensive
curricular reform, several international and national projects (ESF, SRSS). Advisor and teacher
trainer for 20 years. Expert in European Commission, Council of Europe, UNESCO and JRC
workgroups, author of digital learning resources.

Darija Dasovi¢, Dabar project leader, teacher of Computer Science and Informatics with 20
years of experience, Moodle expert, worked on comprehensive curricular reform as member
of team for Computer Science and as a lead for online professional development for more than
50 000 teachers in 150 virtual classrooms continuously for 3 years. Advisor and teacher trainer
for 15 years.

Darko Raki¢, eLearning course design expert, teacher of Computer Science and Informatics
with 17 years of experiences, expert for websites, worked on comprehensive curricular reform
and as lead for online collaboration and communication. Organized support for teachers for
transition towards remote teaching and learning, and international conference during Croatian
presidency. President of the ucitelji.hr and project manager for Pet za net & Growing up on a
safer Internet. Advisor and teacher trainer for 10 years.

Helena Valeci¢, mentoring team leader, teacher of Nature science and Biology with 30 years of
experience, expert in remote teaching, worked on comprehensive curricular reform as author
of Biology curriculum and as a lead of mentor team for implementation of new curriculums in
Croatia. Lead, prepare and organized online and offline professional development for 1300
principals and 5000 teachers for two years. Representative of the Republic of Croatia in the
Steering Committee for Educational Policy and Practice of the Council of Europe. Advisor and
teacher trainer for 15 years.

Valentina Blaskovic¢ is an IT teacher and project manager in an elementary school with 10 years
of experience. She implements various projects at the school level such as Girls in STEM,
Generation NOW, House for the Gifted, Bookmark exchange project, VIDI-X,... As vice-
president of the Society of Technical Culture Pedagogues Ogulin, she leads weekly robotics
workshops for gifted children, as well as workshops related to IT, automation and technical
culture as part of various events in the city of Ogulin (Ogulin Fairy Tale Days, STEM Fairy Tale,
Museum Night, Book Night,...). She is a member of the Karlovac County IT Association, where
she is involved in the initiative of organizing workshops for students and teachers. Valentina is
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an active participant in national and international projects such as STEM - the future for 5
connecting holograms, puppet shows and STEM.

Kristina SliSuri¢ is an award-winning computer science teacher who has been teaching
computer science in primary schools for 20 years. As a lead teacher in the CodeWeek project,
she helps connect schools, teachers and students participating in CodeWeek and encourages
them to organize various activities, and also leads study groups in international MOOCs.
Kristina is actively involved in the work of the Dabar (Bebras) committee for the international
competition for which she is the author of tasks, as well as tasks for the computer science
competition, Digital Competencies category. She organizes various computational thinking
activities in the local community and library. As a Microsoft Innovative Educator and head of
the County Council for Computer Science of primary and secondary schools of Brod-Posavina
County, she is active in organizing and implementing professional development for teachers.

Vesna Majdandzi¢ is an award-winning elementary school IT teacher with over 20 years of
experience. She is a Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert, mentoring students in IT and
robotics competitions and projects at the county and national levels. Vesna is a member of the
international Bebras (Informatics challenge) team in Croatia, working as an expert associate in
county IT and technical culture committees and on the development and review of tasks for
school, county and national IT levels for the Digital Competence category for students aged 10-
12. She is the author of published digital materials - examples of good practice in the
application of innovative teaching methods. She actively participates in the implementation of
professional development for teachers in the field of IT and robotics.

Arjana BlaZi¢ is a high school teacher of English and German, a designer of courses and
workshops for professional development of teachers and a consultant for the integration of
educational technology with more than 30 years of experience, she designs courses for the
professional development of teachers and educational materials. As a recipient of the Hubert
H. Humphrey Fellowship program, she spent a year in professional development at Penn State
University in the USA. Since 2014, she has been a certified course designer of the CARNET
elLearning Academy. In addition, she is a Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert and a certified
teacher educator in the field of application of digital technology in education (British Council).
Sheis the head of CARNET's Working Group for the creation of the curriculum of extracurricular
activities and an optional course for the development of digital competences of primary and
secondary school students as part of the "BrAln" project.

Nikolina Marini¢, teacher of Croatian language with 27 years of experience, worked on
comprehensive curricular reform. Lead and organized online and offline professional
development for 10 000 teachers. Advisor and teacher trainer for 12 years. Drama pedagogue
and director at the Bjelovar Theater since 2008.

Pavel Ankon, Master of ecology and nature preservation, with 19 years of experience as
scientific scuba diver in the area of marine biology and research. Worked as project manager,
financial and administrative leader on several national and international projects.
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Sanja Janes, teacher of Mathematics with 26 years of experience, lead and organized, as
advisor and teacher trainer, online and offline professional development for teachers. Author
of digital learning resources, webinars and textbooks.

Maja Hainc, teacher of Mathematics with 15 years of experience in primary school,
continuously preparing students in area of problem solving, digital citizenship, financial and
mathematical literacy.

Manuela Kujundzi¢, teacher of History with 20 years of experience in primary and secondary
schools, county leader for history teachers, author of textbooks and digital learning resources
for primary and secondary schools. For more than 10 years working on raising awareness and
developing digital skills of students, teachers and parents.

Dunja Mijovi¢ teacher of English language with 15 years of experience in primary school. For
more than 10 years working on raising awareness and developing digital skills of students,
teachers and parents.

Associated Persons

Legal Representative
first name Darko
family name  Raki¢
Position in the organization President
E-mail address darko.rakic@ucitelji.hr
Telephone +38598830748

Contact person
first name Lidija
family name  Kralj
Position in the organization Project leader
E-mail address lidija.kralj@ucitelji.hr

Telephone +385915314089



